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Abstract 

Climate change poses an unprecedented threat to the global environment, with far-reaching consequences for 
vulnerable regions, particularly in Africa. This paper provides a comprehensive review of international climate finance 
mechanisms, shedding light on their effectiveness in addressing climate-related challenges, with a specific focus on the 
African continent. As climate change continues to exacerbate existing vulnerabilities, understanding and optimizing the 
mechanisms through which financial support is channeled to affected regions becomes paramount. The paper explores 
a range of international climate finance mechanisms, including multilateral funds, bilateral agreements, and private 
sector initiatives. It assesses their strengths and weaknesses in terms of mobilizing resources, promoting sustainable 
development, and enhancing climate resilience. The analysis also delves into the evolving landscape of climate finance, 
considering the emerging role of innovative financial instruments and the potential for leveraging private sector 
investments to complement public funding. Focusing on Africa, the review examines the unique challenges faced by the 
continent, such as extreme weather events, water scarcity, and agricultural disruptions. It assesses the suitability and 
impact of existing climate finance mechanisms in addressing these challenges and supporting Africa's adaptation and 
mitigation efforts. The study also considers the effectiveness of capacity-building initiatives to enhance the ability of 
African nations to access and utilize climate finance resources efficiently. Furthermore, the paper highlights the need 
for enhanced transparency, accountability, and governance in the disbursement and utilization of climate finance in 
Africa. It emphasizes the importance of inclusive and participatory approaches that engage local communities and 
ensure that climate finance contributes to sustainable development goals while addressing the specific needs of the 
most vulnerable populations. This review provides a nuanced understanding of international climate finance 
mechanisms, offering insights into their application and impact in the context of Africa's unique climate challenges. By 
identifying opportunities for improvement and addressing existing gaps, the paper aims to contribute to the ongoing 
discourse on optimizing climate finance for a more resilient and sustainable future. 
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1. Introduction

Climate change is a pressing global issue, with far-reaching implications for the environment, economies, and societies 
worldwide (Henson et al., 2017). The phenomenon has been linked to various environmental drivers, including changes 
in marine ecosystems, surface temperature, and precipitation patterns (Henson et al., 2017; Barnes et al., 2019). These 
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changes have significant implications for biodiversity, agriculture, and public health, making it a critical area of concern 
for policymakers and researchers alike (Wijk et al., 2020). 

The significance of international climate finance in addressing climate change cannot be overstated. International 
climate finance mechanisms play a crucial role in supporting developing countries in their efforts to mitigate and adapt 
to the impacts of climate change (Harrington et al., 2016). These mechanisms provide financial resources to support 
projects and programs aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing resilience to climate impacts, and 
transitioning to low-carbon, climate-resilient development pathways (Harrington et al., 2016). The provision of climate 
finance is essential for enabling developing countries, particularly those in Africa, to pursue sustainable development 
while coping with the challenges posed by climate change (Harrington et al., 2016). 

In the context of Africa, climate finance holds particular importance due to the continent's vulnerability to climate 
change impacts. Africa is projected to experience some of the most severe consequences of climate change, including 
changes in temperature and precipitation patterns, rising sea levels, and extreme weather events (Khanal, 2020). These 
impacts have the potential to disrupt ecosystems, threaten food security, and exacerbate existing socio-economic 
challenges in the region (Khanal, 2020). Therefore, understanding and contextualizing climate finance in the African 
context is crucial for addressing the specific needs and challenges faced by African countries in responding to climate 
change (Khanal, 2020). 

The purpose of this review is to provide a comprehensive analysis of international climate finance mechanisms with a 
specific focus on Africa. By examining existing literature and case studies, the review aims to identify the strengths, 
weaknesses, and opportunities associated with current climate finance mechanisms in the African context. Additionally, 
the review seeks to highlight the specific financing needs of African countries for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation efforts, as well as the barriers and opportunities for accessing and utilizing climate finance effectively 
(Kraemer et al., 2019). 

In summary, this review will contribute to a deeper understanding of the role of international climate finance in 
addressing climate change, particularly in the African context. By synthesizing existing knowledge and identifying key 
areas for improvement, the review aims to inform policy and decision-making processes related to climate finance 
allocation and implementation, ultimately supporting more effective and targeted climate action in Africa. 

2. Overview of International Climate Finance Mechanisms 

International climate finance mechanisms encompass multilateral funds, bilateral agreements, and private sector 
initiatives. The Green Climate Fund (GCF) has been instrumental in leveraging climate finance for developing countries, 
emphasizing the role of intermediaries in shaping climate finance (Chaudhury, 2020). The GCF has also implemented 
important institutional innovations, including country ownership and private sector engagement, which are unique for 
a major international organization (Kalinowski, 2020). Furthermore, the GCF's energy finance has been assessed in 
terms of global distributive justice, particularly in the context of sustainable energy for all (Dorman & Ciplet, 2022). 

In addition to the GCF, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) has contributed significantly to sustainable land 
management projects, particularly in the Sahelian Great Green Wall countries, aiming to achieve land degradation 
neutrality (Mechiche-Alami et al., 2022). Moreover, the mobilization of private adaptation finance has been a focal point, 
with lessons learned from the GCF (Stoll et al., 2021). 

Bilateral agreements also play a significant role in international climate finance. Developed countries have provided and 
mobilized climate finance through bilateral public climate finance and multilateral public climate finance ("Climate 
Finance Provided and Mobilised by Developed Countries in 2016-2020", 2022). These agreements have been crucial in 
assessing climate finance readiness in regions such as the Asia-Pacific, highlighting the importance of intermediaries in 
shaping climate finance in developing countries (Samuwai & Hills, 2018). 

Private sector initiatives have increasingly become integral to climate action. Mobilizing private adaptation finance has 
been a key focus, with lessons learned from the GCF (Stoll et al., 2021). The role of private finance in climate action has 
been emphasized, along with the challenges and trends in investment ("Climate Finance Provided and Mobilised by 
Developed Countries in 2016-2020", 2022). 

In conclusion, international climate finance mechanisms, including multilateral funds like the GCF and GEF, bilateral 
agreements, and private sector initiatives, are essential for addressing climate change. These mechanisms have played 
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a pivotal role in leveraging finance, promoting sustainable land management, and addressing challenges in mobilizing 
private finance for climate action. 

3. Evaluation of Mechanisms 

To evaluate the effectiveness of mechanisms in mobilizing resources, promoting sustainable development, and 
enhancing climate resilience, it is essential to consider the funding levels and trends, challenges in mobilization, 
alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), impact on local economies, adaptation projects and initiatives, 
and measuring resilience outcomes. The literature provides valuable insights into these aspects. 

Funding levels and trends play a crucial role in evaluating the effectiveness of mechanisms in mobilizing resources 
(Barrett et al., 2020). It is important to understand the challenges in mobilization, such as the need for closer exploration 
of the workings of mechanisms as part of the evaluation process (Melloni et al., 2016). Additionally, the assessment of 
the construction of a climate-resilient city provides empirical evidence of the evolution mechanisms of different stages 
of climate-resilient cities, offering a quantitative evaluation index reference for long-term adaptive capacity and wisdom 
of cities (Liang, 2021). 

In terms of promoting sustainable development, the literature emphasizes the importance of aligning mechanisms with 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Hynes et al., 2019). Furthermore, the impact on local economies is a critical 
aspect of evaluating the effectiveness of these mechanisms. For instance, screening regional management options for 
their impact on climate resilience provides a framework for assessing the implications of different mechanisms on 
resilience principles (Wardekker et al., 2016). 

Enhancing climate resilience involves understanding adaptation projects and initiatives, as well as measuring resilience 
outcomes. Research has highlighted the positive relationships between resilience mechanisms, such as coping and 
psychological flexibility, and outcomes, emphasizing the importance of these mechanisms in enhancing climate 
resilience (Riepenhausen et al., 2022). Moreover, the evaluation of resilience outcomes for intervention programs using 
specific measures, such as the Child and Youth Resilience Measure, demonstrates the practical application of evaluating 
resilience outcomes (Moore et al., 2021). 

In conclusion, the evaluation of mechanisms in mobilizing resources, promoting sustainable development, and 
enhancing climate resilience requires a comprehensive understanding of funding levels and trends, challenges in 
mobilization, alignment with SDGs, impact on local economies, adaptation projects and initiatives, and measuring 
resilience outcomes. The literature provides valuable insights into these aspects, offering empirical evidence and 
practical frameworks for evaluating the effectiveness of these mechanisms. 

4. Climate Finance Landscape in Africa 

The climate challenges in Africa encompass extreme weather events, water scarcity, and agricultural disruptions. Africa 
has been observed to experience the highest inflation rates compared to other regions, which can be impacted by 
extreme weather events (Kunawotor et al., 2021). Water scarcity in sub-Saharan Africa is influenced by increased 
demand, poor water resource management, lack of infrastructure, and climate change (Gulamussen et al., 2019). This 
scarcity has led to disruptions in agricultural activities, impeding food security and agricultural productivity (Ibe & 
Amikuzuno, 2019). Additionally, agricultural sectors in Africa are highly sensitive to climate variables such as 
temperature variation and rainfall intensity, making them vulnerable to climate change (Ibe & Amikuzuno, 2019). 

In the African context, the suitability of mechanisms for climate finance is crucial. Assessing adaptation projects is 
essential for addressing the impacts of extreme weather events on agriculture and inflation rates (Kunawotor et al., 
2021). Mitigation strategies and implementation are vital for sustaining agricultural productivity and meeting the 
increasing demand for food caused by population growth in Africa (Musse, 2021). Furthermore, smallholder farmers in 
Africa have been observed to respond to climate shocks by adopting drought-tolerant seeds, diversifying crops, and 
engaging in small-scale irrigation (Martey et al., 2021; Kom et al., 2020). 

The references provide valuable insights into the climate finance landscape in Africa, addressing the continent's unique 
climate challenges and the suitability of mechanisms for the African context. They offer a comprehensive understanding 
of the impacts of extreme weather events, water scarcity, and agricultural disruptions, as well as the adaptation and 
mitigation strategies necessary for addressing these challenges. 
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5. Emerging Financial Instruments and Private Sector Engagement 

Emerging financial instruments play a crucial role in addressing the challenges of financing sustainable development. 
Climate bonds have emerged as an innovative financial instrument to channel investments towards climate-friendly 
projects (Lazurko & Venema, 2017). These bonds are designed to raise capital for projects that have positive 
environmental impacts, such as renewable energy and energy efficiency initiatives. They provide an opportunity for 
private sector engagement by allowing investors to support sustainable projects while earning returns on their 
investments (Gao et al., 2023). Additionally, risk mitigation instruments, such as derivatives and options, are being 
utilized to hedge against financial risks associated with climate change and other environmental factors (Castelli et al., 
2018). These instruments provide a means for the private sector to manage and mitigate risks, thereby encouraging 
their engagement in sustainable investments. 

Private sector engagement in sustainable development faces both challenges and opportunities. In emerging economies, 
the absence or inefficiency of laws and regulations may hinder the effectiveness of corporate governance mechanisms, 
impacting the financial leverage-profitability relation (Pham & Nguyen, 2019). However, there is an opportunity for 
systemic changes through legislative reforms to facilitate private sector involvement in financing sustainable 
development (Gambetta et al., 2019). Furthermore, the rise of finance in promoting sustainable outcomes confirms the 
relationship finance has with social and environmental development, presenting an opportunity for private sector 
engagement in impactful projects (Rizzello & Kabli, 2020). 

The challenges and opportunities in leveraging private sector investments are also influenced by financial literacy and 
the availability of financial instruments. Improvements in financial literacy have been shown to positively impact 
financial behavior in emerging economies, particularly in urban areas (Lahiri & Biswas, 2022). This suggests that 
enhancing financial literacy can create opportunities for increased private sector engagement in sustainable 
investments. Moreover, the emergence of new Islamic economic and business moralities highlights the importance of 
considering diverse ethical and moral perspectives in engaging the private sector in sustainable development (Şencal & 
Asutay, 2019). 

In conclusion, the emergence of innovative financial instruments, such as climate bonds, and risk mitigation 
instruments, coupled with the challenges and opportunities in leveraging private sector investments, provide a 
comprehensive framework for addressing sustainable development financing. By understanding the dynamics of these 
financial instruments and the context-specific challenges and opportunities, policymakers and stakeholders can create 
an enabling environment for private sector engagement in sustainable development. 

5.1. Case Studies of Successful Engagements 

International climate finance mechanisms play a crucial role in supporting climate change adaptation and mitigation 
efforts, particularly in regions vulnerable to its impacts such as Africa. The engagement of international climate finance 
mechanisms with domestic policy instruments in countries like Ethiopia, Madagascar, and South Africa demonstrates 
the diverse ways in which climate finance interacts with national policies (Štreimikienė et al., 2021). Furthermore, the 
involvement of various stakeholders and the need for geopolitical consensus and compromises are highlighted as 
common occurrences in international negotiations aimed at developing policy mechanisms and crafting climate 
finances (Muthee et al., 2022). This underscores the complexity and multi-stakeholder nature of successful engagements 
of international climate finance mechanisms. 

The significance of international attention and media coverage in influencing the focus of climate finance studies is 
evident in the case of Senegal, which has been the subject of numerous studies due to historic climate and weather-
related disasters in the Sahel region (Nkiaka et al., 2019). This emphasizes the role of external factors in shaping the 
allocation and utilization of climate finance in different regions. Additionally, while earlier studies primarily focused on 
themes such as renewable energy, recent research has identified 'blind spots' in climate finance, including behavioral 
insights, international transport, and industrial decarbonization, which are yet to be thoroughly reviewed from an 
international climate finance perspective (Greenwood & Warren, 2022). 

The nascent but growing literature base and case studies on climate finance accountability and budgeting in 
governments highlight the evolving nature of climate finance governance and the increasing attention to transparency 
and accountability in its utilization (Price, 2020). Moreover, the lacuna in empirical evidence of how climate finance 
affects risk appraisal and engagement in adaptation measures at the local level underscores the need for more research 
on the localized impacts of international climate finance (Hussain & Ahmad, 2019). This highlights the importance of 
understanding the micro-level effects of climate finance on communities and ecosystems. 
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Furthermore, the systematic mapping and review of evidence on the implementation of natural climate solutions (NCS) 
provide insights into the factors influencing the implementation of nature-based and ecosystem-based approaches to 
addressing climate change, emphasizing the need for context-specific strategies and interventions (Schulte et al., 2021). 
The role of international organizations in guiding and influencing health financing reforms in sub-Saharan African 
countries further illustrates the influence of global policies and guidelines on domestic climate finance and adaptation 
efforts (Odoch et al., 2022). 

In summary, successful engagements of international climate finance mechanisms in Africa involve complex 
interactions between global climate finance frameworks, domestic policy instruments, stakeholder engagement, and 
the localized impacts of climate finance on communities and ecosystems. Understanding the diverse factors influencing 
the allocation, utilization, and impact of climate finance is crucial for enhancing the effectiveness of climate change 
adaptation and mitigation efforts in the region. 

6. Capacity Building in Africa 

Capacity building in Africa is a critical endeavor that requires a comprehensive assessment of needs and the 
implementation of effective initiatives and programs. The need for capacity building in Africa is underscored by the 
challenges in developing a self-sufficient scientific community (Burgess & Chataway, 2021). Mentorship and 
collaboration are identified as crucial components for scientific capacity-building and capacity-sharing among African 
scientists. However, there is a lack of research on the interactions needed to foster a thriving academic community or 
the necessary steps to achieve this goal (Burgess & Chataway, 2021). 

Funding poses a significant challenge to capacity building in Africa, particularly in the field of regulatory science. While 
regulatory agencies in larger markets can charge higher fees to build staff capacity and capabilities, implementing 
similar strategies in Africa is not straightforward (Semete-Makokotlela et al., 2021). This highlights the financial 
constraints that hinder sustainable capacity building efforts in the region. 

Innovative, multifaceted interventions are essential for successful research capacity building in Africa. The experience 
of the African Doctoral Dissertation Research Fellowship (ADDRF) demonstrates that supporting graduate students to 
develop critical capacities and transferable skills, as well as building and maintaining networks, can sustain them as 
scholars and researchers (Izugbara et al., 2017). This approach emphasizes the importance of multifaceted 
interventions in building and retaining research capacity in Africa. 

Urgency is paramount in the development of capacity building activities in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly in the face 
of ongoing and rapid socio-environmental change. Organizations, responsible agencies, and donors need to prioritize 
the development of capacity building activities to address the pressing challenges in the region (O’Connell et al., 2017). 
Additionally, a systems-approach framework is crucial for evaluating research training programs in Africa, ensuring 
that capacity building efforts are comprehensive and sustainable (Sam-Agudu et al., 2017). 

The distribution of support for research capacity building in Africa is not uniform, with concentrated support for 
grantees in eastern and southern Africa, where research capacity is more developed. This highlights the need for 
equitable distribution of support to strengthen research capacity across the entire African continent (Morel et al., 2018). 

In conclusion, capacity building in Africa requires a multifaceted approach that addresses the financial constraints, 
emphasizes mentorship and collaboration, and ensures equitable distribution of support. By implementing innovative 
interventions and adopting a systems-approach framework for evaluation, sustainable capacity building efforts can be 
realized, ultimately contributing to the development of a self-sufficient scientific community in Africa. 

7. Transparency, Accountability, and Governance 

Transparency, accountability, and governance are crucial aspects of climate finance, playing a significant role in 
addressing climate change and promoting sustainable development. In the context of climate finance, transparency 
refers to the availability of information regarding financial flows, while accountability involves the responsibility of 
stakeholders for their actions and decisions. Effective governance ensures that climate finance is managed and utilized 
in a manner that aligns with the goals of climate change adaptation and mitigation (Ameli et al., 2019; Coger et al., 2021; 
Alexandraki, 2016). 
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In the realm of climate finance, transparency is essential for building trust among stakeholders and ensuring that 
financial resources are allocated efficiently. However, it has been noted that transparency alone may not be sufficient, 
as it needs to be accompanied by robust systems of accountability to ensure that climate finance is utilized effectively 
(Lipper et al., 2021; Ameli et al., 2019). The absence of accountability mechanisms can lead to challenges such as the 
rebranding of existing developmental aid as climate finance, imbalance in funds targeting climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, and the support of profit-seeking investments over needs-based financing (Rickman et al., 2022). 

Existing mechanisms for climate finance include green bonds, sustainable finance, and carbon finance, which focus on 
promoting environmentally friendly projects and reducing greenhouse gas emissions (Taghizadeh-Hesary et al., 2021). 
However, challenges such as the unequal distribution of international climate finance flows, the lack of coordination 
and collaboration among multiple actors, and the methodological challenges in estimating mobilized climate finance 
have been identified (Rickman et al., 2022; Alexandraki, 2016; Moarif, 2017). Furthermore, the complexity and 
fragmentation of climate finance pose challenges to its management and effectiveness (Liang & Liu, 2020). 

To improve transparency, accountability, and governance in climate finance, several recommendations have been 
proposed. These include the need for a more accurate timetable and roadmap for green finance operations, the 
strengthening of the modernization of governance systems and capacity, and the promotion of global cooperation in 
green finance (Xue et al., 2023). Additionally, it is crucial to balance accountability requirements with other objectives 
to ensure a diverse set of entities willing to bid for the delivery of projects (Basak & Werf, 2019). Moreover, enhancing 
the transparency of climate finance under the Paris Agreement and mainstreaming systematic and transparent 
assessments of climate-related financial risks in all operations have been suggested as crucial steps (Volz, 2022; Moarif, 
2017). 

In conclusion, transparency, accountability, and governance are integral to the effective management and utilization of 
climate finance. While transparency is important for building trust and ensuring efficient allocation of resources, it must 
be accompanied by robust accountability mechanisms. Addressing the challenges and implementing the 
recommendations for improvement can contribute to the effective mobilization and utilization of climate finance for 
addressing climate change and promoting sustainable development. 

8. Inclusivity and Community Engagement 

Inclusivity and community engagement are crucial for fostering a sense of belonging and participation among local 
populations. Local involvement is important as it ensures that community engagement efforts are responsive to the 
specific needs and challenges faced by the community (Sahan et al., 2017). This is particularly evident in cases where 
time constraints and historical conflicts have isolated the community, making it essential for engagement strategies to 
be tailored to the local context (Sahan et al., 2017). Additionally, the involvement of stakeholders in the development 
process is crucial for creating an enabling environment for local economic development (Amoah et al., 2021). This 
underscores the significance of inclusivity in decision-making processes that directly impact the community. 

Successful case studies demonstrate the positive outcomes of community engagement. For instance, in the context of 
targeted malaria treatment, partnership approaches involving traditional, government, and non-governmental 
organization structures have been effective in shaping participation in mass drug administration programs (Silumbwe 
et al., 2019). Furthermore, the engagement of local media has been shown to play a vital role in fostering civic 
engagement within geographically bounded communities (Thompson, 2021). These examples highlight the diverse 
strategies that can be employed to effectively engage communities. 

Moreover, the impact of wider social and economic inequalities on maternal health underscores the need for 
engagement with community stakeholders to address inequities and improve the quality of care (Turienzo et al., 2021). 
This demonstrates the potential of community engagement in addressing complex societal challenges. Additionally, the 
involvement of marginalized stakeholders in multi-stakeholder initiatives requires a balance between uncertainty–
certainty, disagreement–agreement, and consensus- and domination-based management strategies (Eikelenboom & 
Long, 2022). This emphasizes the importance of managing diverse perspectives and interests within the community. 

In summary, the references provide valuable insights into the importance of local involvement and successful 
community engagement. They highlight the need for tailored approaches that are responsive to the local context, the 
involvement of stakeholders, and the management of diverse perspectives. These findings underscore the significance 
of inclusivity and community engagement in addressing various societal challenges and fostering active participation 
within communities. 
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9. Recommendation and Conclusion 

Multilateral funds, such as the Green Climate Fund and Adaptation Fund, have played a significant role in mobilizing 
resources, but challenges persist in meeting the growing demand for climate finance. Bilateral agreements have shown 
promise in fostering partnerships, but a need for greater coherence and coordination among donors is evident. Private 
sector initiatives have demonstrated potential, yet barriers to entry and the variability of private investments pose 
challenges. Climate finance mechanisms have made strides in aligning with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
contributing to poverty reduction and sustainable economic growth. However, a more nuanced approach is required to 
ensure that projects are tailored to local contexts, maximizing positive social and economic outcomes. 

While progress has been made in implementing adaptation projects, challenges persist in addressing the unique climate 
challenges of Africa, particularly extreme weather events, water scarcity, and agricultural disruptions. Innovative 
financial instruments, such as climate bonds, show promise in attracting private investments, but a more robust 
framework is needed to encourage and guide private sector engagement effectively. Capacity-building initiatives have 
positively impacted the ability of African nations to access and utilize climate finance, but there is a need for sustained 
efforts and tailored programs to address specific challenges faced by different countries. Transparency, accountability, 
and governance issues remain significant, necessitating improvements to ensure the effective and ethical use of climate 
finance in Africa. 

Strengthen coordination among multilateral and bilateral partners to streamline climate finance efforts and avoid 
duplication of projects. Tailor climate finance projects to the specific needs of African nations, incorporating local 
knowledge and engaging communities to ensure inclusivity and effectiveness. Develop targeted incentives and policies 
to attract private sector investments, fostering innovation and sustainable development. Sustain and expand capacity-
building programs, focusing on building institutional capacity and addressing the diverse needs of African countries. 
Strengthen governance structures, emphasizing transparency, accountability, and local participation in decision-
making processes related to climate finance. 

The future of climate finance in Africa hinges on the effective implementation of recommendations. A more integrated 
and inclusive approach, coupled with improved governance and private sector engagement, can unlock the 
transformative potential of climate finance. By prioritizing local contexts, building capacity, and fostering collaboration, 
the international community can ensure that climate finance becomes a powerful tool for sustainable development and 
climate resilience in Africa. The implications extend beyond environmental impact to encompass broader economic, 
social, and developmental outcomes, making concerted efforts in climate finance crucial for the well-being of the 
continent and the global community at large. 
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