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Abstract 

This study documented and analyzed the 1941 Battle of Basud within the broader narrative of the Japanese invasion in 
Camarines Norte. Using a qualitative historical research design, the study drew data from semi-structured interviews 
with six key informants composed of a local historian, a tourism officer, and descendants or community informants with 
family-based knowledge of the event. Documentary and archival materials were also examined to support the oral 
accounts. The data were analyzed through thematic analysis and content analysis. Findings showed that the Battle of 
Basud was situated within the early phase of World War II in December 1941, following the attacks on Pearl Harbor and 
Clark Air Base and the movement of Japanese forces into Bicol. The armed encounter at Laniton Bridge on December 
18, 1941 reflected early local resistance, the strategic importance of local geography, civilian participation, occupation-
related disruption, and continuing public memory through commemoration. The study concludes that the Battle of 
Basud was not merely a localized wartime encounter but a meaningful historical event that illustrates provincial agency, 
resistance, and community memory during the Japanese invasion. Based on the findings, a community-based historical 
newspaper titled Basud 1941: Courage, Unity, and the Battle at Laniton Bridge was developed as documentary material 
for preservation, instruction, and public awareness. 
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1. Introduction

World War II in the Philippines is often presented through major national campaigns, military leaders, and well-known 
sites of wartime resistance. However, the war was also experienced through local encounters that shaped community 
memory and provincial historical consciousness. One such event is the 1941 Battle of Basud, which took place at Laniton 
Bridge in Basud, Camarines Norte during the early stage of the Japanese invasion. 

The documentation of local wartime history is consistent with the national policy of strengthening historical awareness 
and preserving local historical materials. Republic Act No. 10086, or the Strengthening Peoples’ Nationalism Through 
Philippine History Act, affirms the importance of Philippine national and local history in public consciousness and 
historical preservation [1]. In education, Republic Act No. 10533, or the Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013, supports 
culture-sensitive, contextualized, and localized learning, thereby providing a policy basis for the use of local history 
materials in instruction [2]. 

Local historical research is important because it connects community memory with broader historical interpretation. 
Historical understanding requires attention not only to major events but also to the evidence, perspectives, and places 
through which communities remember the past [3,4]. For Camarines Norte, the Battle of Basud provides a specific case 
for examining how local resistance, geography, civilian support, and commemoration contributed to the province’s 
wartime narrative. 
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This study aimed to document and analyze the 1941 Battle of Basud within the broader narrative of the Japanese 
invasion in Camarines Norte. Specifically, it examined the key historical background of the battle, analyzed its 
contribution to the larger narrative of the Japanese invasion in the province, and produced a documentary material 
based on the findings. 

2. Materials and Methods 

The study employed a qualitative historical research design. This design was appropriate because the inquiry required 
the systematic collection, comparison, and interpretation of oral accounts, community memory, and documentary 
materials related to a past event. Historical research enabled the researcher to reconstruct the Battle of Basud through 
available narratives and sources, while also situating the event within the broader context of the Japanese invasion in 
Camarines Norte. 

The key informants were six selected individuals from Camarines Norte who had relevant historical, institutional, or 
family-based knowledge of the Battle of Basud. They consisted of one local historian, one tourism officer from Basud, 
and four descendants or community informants with inherited narratives related to the event. Their accounts were used 
to clarify the historical background of the battle and its continuing significance in local memory. 

Data were gathered using a semi-structured interview guide. The guide covered the wartime context of December 1941, 
the coming of Japanese forces into Bicol, the Battle of Laniton Bridge, civilian participation, occupation experiences, 
commemoration, and the proposed documentary output. The interview guide allowed follow-up questions so that 
informants could elaborate on family narratives, local knowledge, and historical interpretations. 

The study also examined available documentary and archival materials to support and contextualize the interview data. 
These sources were used to corroborate major historical details, identify recurring themes, and connect local accounts 
with the broader wartime experience of the province. 

Data were analyzed through thematic analysis and content analysis. Thematic analysis was used to identify recurring 
patterns across interview transcripts, including wartime context, local resistance, strategic geography, civilian support, 
occupation-related hardship, and historical memory [5]. Content analysis was used to examine documentary materials 
and organize textual evidence relevant to the study’s objectives [6]. Ethical safeguards were observed by securing 
informed consent, explaining the purpose of the study, and protecting the confidentiality of informants when necessary. 

3. Results and discussion 

3.1. Key historical background of the 1941 Battle of Basud 

The findings reveal that the key historical events of the 1941 Battle of Basud are organized into three themes: State of 
World War II in December 1941, The Coming of Japanese Forces in Bicol in Late 1941, and The Battle of Laniton Bridge 
in Basud, Camarines Norte. 

The findings indicate that the Battle of Basud occurred within the early phase of World War II in the Philippines. 
Informant accounts consistently associated the event with the December 1941 attacks on Pearl Harbor and Clark Air 
Base, the Japanese advance into Bicol, and the local response organized in Camarines Norte. Informant accounts 
associated the event with the immediate effects of Japanese aggression, the mobilization of local leaders, and the 
organization of guerrilla resistance in Camarines Norte. Sir Abel Icatlo explained that the encounter involved  

“ang unang enkwentro sa pagitan ng mga gerilyang Pilipino sa Barangay Laniton, Basud, Camarines Norte, [at] 
pinagsamang pwersa ng mga gerilya at yunit ng USAFFE, pinamumunuan ng bayaning si Wenceslao Q. Vinzons.” “the first 
encounter between Filipino guerrillas in Barangay Laniton, Basud, Camarines Norte, and the combined forces of guerrillas 
and USAFFE units led by the hero Wenceslao Q. Vinzons.”  

These accounts place the battle within a period of rapid wartime escalation rather than as an isolated local incident. 

The coming of Japanese forces into Bicol was identified as the immediate regional condition that led to defensive action 
in Basud. Informants connected the Japanese landing and troop movement with the decision of local leaders to organize 
resistance before the forces could advance farther into Camarines Norte. Sir Abel Icatlo stated,  
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“Si Mayor Rafael Quiñones ang pina-organisa ni Governor Vinzons ng mga gerilya forces sa bayan ng Basud para 
sasagupain ang pwersa ng mga Hapones na dumaong sa Legazpi City bago makarating sa bayan ng Daet.” “Mayor Rafael 
Quiñones was organized by Governor Vinzons to lead the guerrilla forces in Basud to confront the Japanese forces that 
landed in Legazpi City before they could reach the town of Daet.”. 

In this sense, the battle may be understood as an early local response to a developing invasion route. 

The armed encounter was remembered as having occurred at Laniton Bridge, Barangay Laniton, Basud, Camarines 
Norte on December 18, 1941. The site was repeatedly identified by informants as central to the historical narrative 
because it served both as the location of the encounter and as the present focus of local commemoration through the 
Pinaglabanan Shrine and related observances. 

Table 1 Themes on the key historical background of the 1941 Battle of Basud 

Theme Description Codes Sample Verbatim 

State of 
World War II 
in December 
1941 

This theme describes the 
broader wartime condition in 
December 1941 when Japanese 
military attacks had already 
reached the Philippines. It shows 
that the Battle of Basud 
happened during the early and 
critical phase of World War II, 
shortly after the attacks on Pearl 
Harbor and Clark Air Base. 

Pearl Harbor; Clark Air 
Base; December 18, 1941; 
early wartime period; 
Japanese aggression; first 
local encounter; Filipino 
guerrillas; USAFFE forces 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “December 18, 1941, 
labing isang araw matapos ang 
pambobomba sa Pearl Harbor sa 
Hawaii noong Desyembre 7, ng 
taong din iyon sampung araw 
matapos ang pag-atake sa Clark 
Airbase sa Pampanga, ang unang 
enkwentro sa pagitan ng mga 
gerilyang Pilipino sa barangay 
Laniton, Basud, Camarines Norte…” 
(“December 18, 1941, eleven days 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii on December 7 of that same 
year, and ten days after the attack on 
Clark Air Base in Pampanga, the first 
encounter between Filipino 
guerrillas in Barangay Laniton, 
Basud, Camarines Norte took 
place…”) 

The Coming 
of Japanese 
Forces in 
Bicol in Late 
1941 

This theme explains how the 
movement of Japanese forces 
into Bicol became the immediate 
regional condition that led to 
local resistance in Basud. It 
shows that the Japanese landing 
in Legazpi City prompted local 
leaders in Camarines Norte to 
organize guerrilla forces before 
the Japanese could reach Daet. 

Japanese landing in 
Legazpi City; Japanese 
advance; movement 
toward Daet; local 
defense; Wenceslao Q. 
Vinzons; Rafael Q. 
Quiñones; organized 
guerrilla resistance 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “Si Mayor Rafael Q. 
Quiñones ang naatasan ni 
Gobernador Wenceslao Q. Vinzons 
na mamuno sa pangkat ng mga 
gerilya sa Basud upang harangin 
ang mga sundalong Hapones na 
dumaong sa Legazpi City bago pa 
man makarating sa Daet.” (“Mayor 
Rafael Q. Quiñones was assigned by 
Governor Wenceslao Q. Vinzons to 
lead the group of guerrillas in Basud 
in order to intercept the Japanese 
soldiers who landed in Legazpi City 
before they could reach Daet.”) 

The Battle of 
Laniton 
Bridge, in 
Basud, 
Camarines 
Norte 

This theme focuses on the actual 
armed encounter at Laniton 
Bridge. It presents the battle site, 
date, time, leaders, opposing 
forces, and the continuing 
remembrance of the event 
through the monument and 
annual commemoration at 
Pinaglabanan Shrine. 

Laniton Bridge; December 
18, 1941; 4:30 in the 
morning; Wenceslao Q. 
Vinzons; USAFFE; 
Japanese imperial army; 
local guerrillas; 
Pinaglabanan Shrine; 
monument; annual 
commemoration 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “Naganap ang 
labanan sa Tulay ng Laniton, Basud, 
bandang 4:30 ng umaga noong 
Disyembre 18, 1941. Nasaksihan ito 
ng istasyon ng USAFFE sa Camarines 
Norte na pinamumunuan ni 
Wenceslao Q. Vinzons…” English 
Translation: “The battle took place 
at Laniton Bridge, Basud around 
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4:30 in the morning on December 18, 
1941. It was witnessed by the 
USAFFE station in Camarines Norte 
led by Wenceslao Q. Vinzons…”  

 

Arriane Joy M. Rodriguez, Tourism 
Officer of Basud: “Ang monumento 
ay nakatayo sa Tulay ng Laniton na 
nagsisilbing alaala sa labanan na 
nangyari noong Disyembre 18, 
1941… ipinagdiriwang ito tuwing 
Desyembre 18, sa Laniton Bridge ng 
Basud, na kilala bilang 
Pinaglabanan Shrine…” ( “The 
monument stands at Laniton Bridge 
and serves as a remembrance of the 
battle that happened on December 
18, 1941… At present, it is 
commemorated every December 18 
at Laniton Bridge in Basud, known as 
the Pinaglabanan Shrine…”) 
 

The historical significance of Laniton Bridge is further strengthened by present-day remembrance of the event. Arriane 
Joy M. Rodriguez stated, “ 

Ang monumento ay nakatayo sa Tulay ng Laniton na nagsisilbing alaala sa labanan na nangyari noong Disyembre 18, 
1941… Sa kasalukuyan, ipinagdiriwang ito tuwing Disyembre 18 sa Laniton Bridge ng Basud, na kilala bilang 
Pinaglabanan Shrine.” “The monument stands at Laniton Bridge and serves as a remembrance of the battle that happened 
on December 18, 1941…”  

At present, it is commemorated every December 18 at Laniton Bridge in Basud, known as the Pinaglabanan Shrine.” 
This response shows that Laniton Bridge is significant not only as the actual battle site, but also as a continuing place of 
memory and commemoration in Basud 

3.2. Contribution of the Battle of Basud to the Japanese invasion narrative in Camarines Norte 

The findings reveal that the Battle of Basud contributed to the larger narrative of the Japanese invasion in Camarines 
Norte through five major themes: early wartime response and formation of local resistance in Basud, strategic 
importance of the Battle of Laniton Bridge, civilian participation in the resistance, Japanese occupation in Basud, and 
the legacy of memory, recognition, and commemoration in Laniton, Basud. 

The Battle of Basud contributed to the larger narrative of the Japanese invasion in Camarines Norte by showing that 
provincial communities did not merely receive the effects of war passively. The narratives point to early mobilization, 
leadership, and organized defensive action. Sir Abel Icatlo stated,  

“Si Mayor Rafael Quiñones ang pina-organisa ni Governor Vinzons ng mga gerilya forces sa bayan ng Basud para 
sasagupain ang pwersa ng mga Hapones na dumaong sa Legazpi City bago makarating sa bayan ng Daet.” This means, 
“Mayor Rafael Quiñones was organized by Governor Vinzons to lead the guerrilla forces in Basud to confront the Japanese 
forces that landed in Legazpi City before they could reach the town of Daet.”  

This response shows that Basud became one of the local spaces where the Japanese invasion was met with organized 
resistance rather than passive submission. 

A major contribution of the battle lies in the strategic importance of Laniton Bridge. Informants emphasized that the 
bridge was not an accidental site of confrontation but a meaningful route where advancing forces could be intercepted. 
Sir Abel Icatlo explained that Basud was  
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“isang mahalagang lokasyon na nagbigay sa mga Hapon ng daan patungo sa pangunahing ruta ng ibang bahagi ng Luzon.” 
This means, “an important location that gave the Japanese access to the main route toward other parts of Luzon.”  

This account shows that the historical significance of the battle rests not only on the combat itself but also on the 
geography that shaped local defense. Laniton Bridge became a contested wartime space where the movement of 
Japanese forces was challenged by local resistance. 

The findings also demonstrate the role of civilians in sustaining resistance. Civilian participation was remembered 
through food provision, information sharing, assistance behind enemy lines, evacuation, and other forms of support. 
Jessica Laad Camposano shared,  

“Isa sa mga kwento ay tungkol sa mga sibilyan na nagbigay ng pagkain at impormasyon sa mga gerilya, at kung paano 
silang nagtulungan upang labanan ang mga mananakop.” This means, “One of the stories is about civilians who gave food 
and information to the guerrillas and how they worked together to fight the invaders.” 

 This account broadens the meaning of resistance by showing that wartime action involved both armed fighters and 
ordinary community members. Resistance in Basud was therefore not only military but also communal. 

The battle further contributed to the invasion narrative by revealing the social consequences of occupation in Basud. 
Informants associated the wartime experience with fear, displacement, property destruction, economic hardship, and 
disruption of ordinary life. Camposano stated,  

“Maraming sibilyan ang napilitang lumikas at nagtago sa mga bundok… Ang labanan ay nagresulta sa pagkawasak ng 
mga ari-arian at pagkamatay ng maraming inosenteng tao.” This means, “Many civilians were forced to evacuate and hide 
in the mountains… The battle resulted in the destruction of properties and the death of many innocent people.”  

Table 2 Themes on the contribution of the Battle of Basud to the Japanese invasion narrative in Camarines Norte 

Theme Description Codes Verbatim Responses 

Early Wartime 
Response and 
Formation of Local 
Resistance in Basud 

This theme explains how the 
Battle of Basud showed the 
early organization of local 
resistance in Camarines 
Norte. It presents the battle 
as evidence that local leaders 
and guerrillas responded 
immediately to the Japanese 
advance rather than 
remaining passive during the 
invasion. 

Early resistance; local 
mobilization; guerrilla 
organization; 
Wenceslao Q. Vinzons; 
Rafael Q. Quiñones; 
Japanese advance; 
defense of Basud 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “Si Mayor Rafael Q. 
Quiñones ang naatasan ni 
Gobernador Wenceslao Q. Vinzons 
na mamuno sa pangkat ng mga 
gerilya sa Basud upang harangin 
ang mga sundalong Hapones na 
dumaong sa Legazpi City bago pa 
man makarating sa 
Daet.”(“Mayor Rafael Q. Quiñones 
was assigned by Governor 
Wenceslao Q. Vinzons to lead the 
group of guerrillas in Basud in 
order to intercept the Japanese 
soldiers who landed in Legazpi 
City before they could reach 
Daet.”) 

The Strategic 
Importance of the 
Battle of Laniton 
Bridge 

This theme shows the 
importance of Laniton 
Bridge as a defensive point in 
the movement of Japanese 
forces. It explains that the 
battle site was significant 
because it served as a route 
where the Japanese advance 
could be confronted before 
reaching other areas such as 
Daet. 

Laniton Bridge; 
strategic route; 
defensive point; 
movement toward 
Daet; military 
geography; 
interception; contested 
space 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “...upang harangin 
ang mga sundalong Hapones na 
dumaong sa Legazpi City bago pa 
man makarating sa Daet.” (“...in 
order to intercept the Japanese 
soldiers who landed in Legazpi 
City before they could reach Daet.”  

 

Arriane Joy M. Rodriguez, 
Tourism Officer of Basud: “Ang 
pangyayaring ito ay nangyari sa 
Tulay ng Laniton, kung saan 
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naglaban ang mga lokal na 
gerilya sa mga Hapon…” (“This 
event occurred at Laniton Bridge, 
where local guerrillas fought the 
Japanese…”) 

Civilian 
Participation in the 
Resistance 

This theme highlights the 
role of ordinary civilians in 
supporting the resistance. It 
shows that the Battle of 
Basud was not only a military 
event but also a community-
based struggle sustained 
through food provision, 
information sharing, 
volunteer assistance, and 
other forms of support. 

Civilian support; food 
provision; information 
sharing; volunteer 
civilians; community 
network; support 
behind enemy lines; 
shared resistance 

Jessica Laad Camposano: “  

  

Jessica Laad Camposano: “He 
provided support to the soldiers by 
giving food, information, and 
helping with tasks behind enemy 
lines.”(“He supported the soldiers 
by providing food, information, 
and assistance with tasks behind 
enemy lines.”) 

Japanese Occupation 
in Basud, Camarines 
Norte 

This theme explains how the 
Battle of Basud revealed the 
local effects of Japanese 
occupation. It presents the 
hardships experienced by 
the people of Basud, 
including evacuation, hiding 
in the mountains, 
destruction of property, 
death of civilians, and 
economic problems. 

Evacuation; hiding in 
the mountains; 
destruction of 
property; civilian 
death; wounded 
soldiers; economic 
hardship; occupation 
experience; community 
suffering 

Jessica Laad Camposano: 
“Maraming sibilyan ang 
napilitang lumikas at magtago sa 
kabundukan… Nagresulta rin ang 
labanan sa pagkasira ng mga ari-
arian at pagkamatay ng 
maraming inosenteng tao.” 
(“Many civilians were forced to 
evacuate and hide in the 
mountains… The battle also 
resulted in the destruction of 
properties and the death of many 
innocent people.”  

 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “Maraming 
sibilyan ang napilitang lumikas 
mula sa kanilang mga tahanan 
patungo sa mas ligtas na lugar… 
Ang epekto sa ekonomiya ng 
labanan sa Basud ay nagdulot ng 
pagkasira ng mga ari-arian at 
imprastraktura…” (“Many 
civilians were displaced from their 
homes to safer areas… The 
economic impact of the battle in 
Basud led to the destruction of 
properties and infrastructure…”) 

Legacy of the Battle 
of Basud in Terms of 
Memory, 
Recognition, and 
Commemoration of 
Events in Laniton, 
Basud 

This theme discusses how 
the Battle of Basud continues 
to be remembered and 
recognized in the 
community. It shows that the 
battle remains part of local 
historical consciousness 
through the monument, 
Pinaglabanan Shrine, annual 
commemoration, oral 
tradition, and community 
memory. 

Local memory; 
monument; Laniton 
Bridge; Pinaglabanan 
Shrine; December 18 
commemoration; 
recognition; oral 
tradition; bravery; 
patriotism 

Arriane Joy M. Rodriguez, 
Tourism Officer of Basud: “Ang 
monumento ay nakatayo sa Tulay 
ng Laniton na nagsisilbing alaala 
sa labanan na nangyari noong 
Disyembre 18, 1941… 
ipinagdiriwang ito tuwing 
Desyembre 18… kilala bilang 
Pinaglabanan Shrine.” (“The 
monument stands at Laniton 
Bridge and serves as a 
remembrance of the battle that 
happened on December 18, 1941… 
It is commemorated every 
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December 18… known as the 
Pinaglabanan Shrine.”) 

 

Sir Abel Icatlo: “Ang Labanan sa 
Basud ay napanatili sa lokal na 
alaala at mga gawaing 
paggunita…” (“The Battle of 
Basud has been preserved in local 
memory and commemorative 
practices…”) 

This finding prevents the Battle of Basud from being interpreted only as a military event. It also represents the lived 
experience of occupation, survival, and suffering in the community. 

Finally, the Battle of Basud continues to function as a site of memory, recognition, and commemoration. The monument 
and observances at Laniton Bridge help preserve the event within community consciousness. Arriane Joy M. Rodriguez 
stated,  

“Ang Pinaglabanan Shrine sa Laniton Bridge ay nagsisilbing pisikal na monumento upang gunitain ang katapangan ng 
mga lokal na gerilya na lumaban sa mga puwersang Hapon. Ang taunang pagdiriwang tuwing Disyembre 18 ay 
nagpaparangal sa pangyayaring ito.” This means, “The Pinaglabanan Shrine at Laniton Bridge serves as a physical 
monument to commemorate the bravery of the local guerrillas who fought against Japanese forces. The annual celebration 
every December 18 honors this event.”  

This response shows that the Battle of Basud remains significant not only as a wartime encounter but also as a 
continuing symbol of local courage, patriotism, and historical memory in Camarines Norte. 

3.3. Documentary material produced from the findings 

Based on the findings, the study produced a community-based historical newspaper titled Basud 1941: Courage, Unity, 
and the Battle at Laniton Bridge. The material was designed to transform the major findings into a readable and visually 
accessible documentary output for schools, local stakeholders, and community members. 

The proposed material serves three functions. First, it preserves local historical narratives by organizing the 
background, significance, and legacy of the Battle of Basud in one documentary format. Second, it may be used as a 
supplementary educational resource for teaching local history and World War II in Camarines Norte. Third, it may 
support public awareness by making the history of Laniton Bridge and the role of Basud in the wartime narrative more 
accessible to the community. 

4. Conclusion 

The study concludes that the 1941 Battle of Basud was an early wartime event in Camarines Norte that developed within 
the broader context of World War II in December 1941, the movement of Japanese forces into Bicol, and the armed 
encounter at Laniton Bridge in Basud. 

The battle contributed to the larger narrative of the Japanese invasion in Camarines Norte by demonstrating early local 
resistance, highlighting the strategic importance of Laniton Bridge, showing the participation of civilians, revealing the 
local effects of Japanese occupation, and sustaining historical memory through recognition and commemoration. 

The documentary material Basud 1941: Courage, Unity, and the Battle at Laniton Bridge is an appropriate output 
because it presents the historical background, local significance, and continuing legacy of the battle in a form that may 
support historical preservation, classroom instruction, and community awareness. 
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